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CPFT Paediatric Speech and Language Therapy 

Understanding 

Spoken Language 

Training Workbook 

 

How to support 
understanding in the 

classroom 
 

This workbook is provided alongside the recorded webinar or live training event to support you to 

complete activities in the training session, and to provide space for any additional notes you 

would like to make on the information shared during the session.  
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Consider the following points before you attend the 

training/watch the webinar: 

• Do any of the children in my class have a diagnosis of 

Developmental Language Disorder? If you are unsure, 

please see the child’s latest speech and language therapy 

report.   

 

• Do any of the children in my class have difficulties 

understanding of language? If you are concerned about any 

of the children in your classroom and you would like to make 

a referral to the service, please speak to your SENCo or link 

therapist.  

 

 

• Which member of staff is going to prepare any materials and 

implement strategies learnt from this training? 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-training: 

Planning ahead 
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Aims of this Webinar 
 

• Participants will be more aware of children’s 

understanding difficulties and Developmental Language 

Disorder.  

• Participants will know about a range of supportive 

strategies and feel confident to try them. 

• Participants will feel free to seek out further advice when 

needed. 

 

Communication Development 

 

Notes: 
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Why do Speech, Language and Communication Needs 

(SLCN) matter? 

• SLCN are the second most common primary need 
amongst pupils with special educational needs  

• Approximately 8% of children will experience language 
disorders (2 children in every class) 

• Approximately 1% of children have the most severe and 
complex SLCN 

• In areas of high social deprivation in the UK, 40-56% of 
children start school with language delay  

• 81% of young people with emotional/behavioural disorders 
have significant communication needs 

Notes: 

 

 

 

Language skills affect the quality of a child or young 

person’s life. They: 

• Provide the building blocks for learning 
• Provide the foundation for child literacy  
• Are key to children’s academic attainment 
• Are central to social mobility – ability to communicate 

allows children and young people to fully participate in 
society, communicate their needs, and achieve their 
potential 

• Are closely linked with social disadvantage, youth 
offending, and long-term unemployment in adulthood 

RCSLT (2017) 
Notes:  
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Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) 

DLD is diagnosed when…  

• Language skills are persistently below the level expected 
for the child’s age.  

• Language deficits occur in the absence of a known 
biomedical condition, such as autism spectrum disorder or 
Down syndrome.  

• Children have difficulties understanding and/or using 
spoken language and their difficulties create obstacles to 
communication or learning in everyday life and are 
associated with poor prognosis.  

• Difficulties will persist throughout the school years and into 
adulthood. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

DLD 

• DLD can look different for different children.  
• It can impact on a child’s receptive language, their 

expressive language, or both! 
Difficulties might be seen in the following areas: 

• Following instructions 
• Vocabulary – struggle to find the words they want to use  
• Grammar – difficulty putting sentences in the right order 

and using the correct word endings e.g. past tense/plurals  
• Sequencing events/retelling information 
• Context – implied meaning of language used  

Notes: 
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Notes: 

 

 

Things you might hear about DLD  

1. They will grow out of it 
2. They’re just ‘lazy’ or ‘naughty’ 
3. It’s all down to poor parenting 
4. It’s due to speaking more than one language 
5. Only early intervention will make a difference 

Notes: 
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DLD 123 Video  

- This is a short video from the child’s point of view, and a 
parent’s point of view, on what it’s like to have DLD 

- The video can be found on YouTube here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQ-s02HWLb0 or on 
our website here https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-
language-therapy-toolkit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQ-s02HWLb0
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-toolkit
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-toolkit
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How to Help 

 

Notes:  

 

 

 

Simplification Activity  

Try to simplify these sentences:  

• “before getting your English books out make sure you 

pack away the glue sticks in the green tray and rulers in 

the yellow pots” 

 

• “a rupture in the crust of the planet permits the escape of 

scorching lava and gases through a magma chamber” 

 

• “I’m over the moon that you’re on the ball!”  
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Notes: 
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Blank Levels Activity  

You have been 

reading Horrid 

Henry with your 

class. You show 

them this image to 

inspire them to write 

their own story.  

 

 

 

 

What questions you could ask at the 4 different blank levels? 

• Blank Level 1: 

• Blank Level 2: 

• Blank Level 3: 

• Blank Level 4: 

 

Think about your class; who might be good at answering 

questions at each level? 
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Distractions  

What distractions are present in your classroom? If thinking 

about a particular child, what distractions can be challenging for 

them? 
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Visuals  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

Consider: 

• What visuals do you already use? 

• Are these working well? How could they be even more 

effective?  

• What other visuals could you introduce? 

• Are there any children who would benefit from personalised 

visuals? 
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Examples of Visuals to Support 

Understanding 

Visual Timetables  

 

Task Planners                                   Story Planners  
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Clarification Cards and visuals to show when help is 

needed  

 

Emotions Visuals 

 

 

 



 
 

15 
CPFT Paediatric Speech and Language Therapy 

Visuals to Remind about Class Rules  

 

Symbols to understand instructions and routines  

 

Symbols to understand questions  

 

Choosing boards  
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How to support expressive (use of) language: 

• Model new words – show children how to use the new 
words they learn.  

• Target specific grammatical structures through modelling 
and small group work 

• Recast sentences – show children how the sentence 
should be produced 

• Expand upon a child’s sentences and ideas 
Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

Visuals to Support Use of Language 

Colourful Semantics  
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Shapecoding  
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Notes:  

 

 

 

 

What will you do next? 

• Simplify your language  
• Reduce your question level 
• Minimise distractions  
• Use visuals  
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• Once you have completed this training and carried out the 

activities in the workbook, please think about the strategies 

that you are going to try with the child/ren you work with  

• If you were asked to watch this webinar in relation to a 

particular child/ren, please contact your link therapist to let 

them know you have watched this so a follow up modelling 

and discussion session can be arranged by the link therapist 

as required  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-training: Reflection & 

next steps  

 



 
 

20 
CPFT Paediatric Speech and Language Therapy 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 8: task planner  

Page 9: visual timetable  

Page 10: Blank Level bookmarks  

Appendices: Resources 



 
 

21 
CPFT Paediatric Speech and Language Therapy 
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