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CPFT Paediatric Speech and Language Therapy 

Wonderful Words: 
Training Workbook 

 

 
 

 

 

How to develop vocabulary 
in the classroom 

 

 

This workbook is provided alongside the recorded webinar or live training event to support you to 

complete activities in the training session, and to provide space for any additional notes you 

would like to make on the information shared during the session.  

 



 
 

2 
CPFT Paediatric Speech and Language Therapy 

       

  

Consider the following before you attend the training/watch this 
recorded webinar:  
 
Do any of the children in my class have difficulties with learning 
and using new words, have a limited vocabulary and/or have a 
diagnosis of ‘(Developmental) Language Disorder’? If you are 
unsure, please see the child’s latest speech and language 
therapy report.    

 
 
 
 
How do I teach vocabulary now? 
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Aims of this Webinar 
 

• To be more aware of the importance of vocabulary 
learning.  

• To know about a range of vocabulary teaching strategies 
and feel confident to try them. 

• To feel free to seek out further advice when needed. 
• To share information about Whole School ‘Word Aware’ 

training available for INSET days or twilight sessions. 

 

 

 

Notes:  
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Notes:  

 

 

 

Think about what your favourite word is and why? 
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Notes:  

 

 

 

Why is vocabulary important? 

➢ ‘A lack of vocabulary is a key component underlying failure 
for many students especially those who are economically 
disadvantaged’ (Block and Mangieri 2006) 

➢ ‘Orally tested vocabulary at the end of 1
st
 grade (age 6) is 

a SIGNIFICANT prediction of reading comprehension 10 
years later i.e. GCSE’s’ (Cunningham and Stanovich 
1997) 

➢ ‘Children with restricted vocabulary by 3
rd

 grade (age 8) 
have declining comprehension scores in the later 
elementary years’ (Chall, Jacobs, Baldwin 1990) 

Notes:  
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Notes:  
 

 

 

 

 

Activity: How do I teach vocabulary now? 

Please do pause the video here if you wish to, so you can 

think about what you are doing now and what impact it 

has, before continuing the webinar  

What works?  

 

What are the issues?  

 

What is the impact? 
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Levels of knowing a word (Curtis, 1987) 

Stage 1 ‘I’ve never heard it before’ 

Stage 2 ‘I’ve heard it, but I don’t know what it means’ 

Stage 3 ‘I recognise it in context; it has something to do 

with…’ 

Stage 4 ‘I know it’ 

Notes:   

 

 

 

Quiz! How well do you know the following words? 

Rate them from Level 1-4 

• Crypt        

• Haulm 

• Fluvial       

• Extempore 

• Magma        

• Colitis 

 

 

 

 



 
 

8 
CPFT Paediatric Speech and Language Therapy 

Learning new words – the playdough and pencil 
analogy  

 
Notes:  

 

 

 

 

What are some key aspects to secure word 
learning? 

•  

•  

•  
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STAR Approach: 

Select 

Teach 

Activate  

Review  

Notes:  

 

 

 

STAR: Select 

Notes:  
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Activity: Sort these words into the three 

categories 

Please note answers are given on the next slide – please 

pause the video to complete the activity if you wish to 

These words are taken from the NC (2014) for KS2 Geography. 

Imagine you are teaching a Year 4 class. 

Arctic Circle, biome, city, climate, country, desert, earthquake, 

environment, global, hemisphere, location, map, minerals, 

mountains, region, river, significance, topographical, Tropic of 

Capricorn, Tropic of Cancer, vegetation belt, volcano 

 

Anchor: 

 

 

Goldilocks: 

 

 

Step on: 

 

 

Which words might be more important to focus on? 
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STAR: Teach 

 

Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity: Think of a word and have a go at filling out 

your own word map on the next page  

Please do pause the video here if you wish to, so you can 

complete the word map, before continuing the webinar  
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STAR: Activate 

• Takes place during the lesson 

• Children explore the meaning of the word in context 

• Linking with practical activities 

• Ensure the word is visible on the word wizard / on the 
working wall 

• Adult uses the word many times 

• Teacher encourages / rewards the children to use it 

Notes:  

 

 

 

 

Write down some ideas for Activate activities: 

•  

•  

•  
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STAR: Review 

• Games / activities to review their understanding 

• Discuss key word at the end of the lesson 

• Display on a word wall / place in a word pot 

• Put in a ‘vocabulator’ 

• Make a magic book 

• Play a review game 

Notes:  

 

 

 

 

Write down some ideas for Review activities: 

•  

•  

•  
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Examples of Review Activities 
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Levels of Intervention 

• By getting this quality first teaching right there is less need 
for further specific intervention. 

• But some children will need pre-teaching of these key 
‘goldilocks’ words in order to better access the lesson. 

• Teacher’s role to select the appropriate words 
• TA could run pre-teaching group for individuals who need 

it 
• Use the principles described – word wizard etc 
• Make it as visual and personal as possible. 

 

 

In your class:  

o Which children might need anchor or step on words? 

 

 

o Which children would benefit from a pre-teaching group? 
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• Once you have completed this training and carried out the 

activities in the workbook, please think about the 

strategies that you are going to try with the child/ren you 

work with  

• If you were asked to watch this webinar in relation to a 

particular child/ren, please contact your link therapist to let 

them know you have watched this so a follow up 

modelling and discussion session can be arranged by the 

link therapist as required  

• Please contact your link therapist to request resources 

required to work on vocabulary learning with them if 

required  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Post training: Reflection & 

next steps 
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You can use this optional action plan and refection template to attach to 

your CPD portfolio. Complete the action plan post training and the 

reflection once you have implemented your action points. 

Select: 

Which topic might I start with? Which words would be anchor words? 

•  

•  

•  

Teach: 

How could I use a word map to teach topic words in my lessons? 

•  

•  

•  

Activate: 

What activities and strategies could I choose to activate the meaning?  

•  

•  

•  

Review: 

Can I set up a word wall? What games can I use to review words? 

•  

•  

•  

Action points 
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Wonderful Words: Reflection 

What have I learned? 

 

 

What have I changed so far? 

 

 

Have these changes made an impact? 

 

 

What has worked well? 

 

 

What challenges have I faced? 

 

 

What do I need to do next, to maximise the impact? What 

support do I need? How can I support others? 

 

 


