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Developing Category Skills

Choose a category e.g. animals, food, clothes, and find pictures related to the
category. Then carry out the following activities:

e Naming — choose a category and ask the child to name as many
things in that category as they can.

s e Grouping — group the pictures into categories e.g. zoo vs. farm
l animals or fruit vs. vegetables, or words that start with the same sound

e.g. cat and camel

Wi
e Odd one out —the child has to find the odd one out of a set of P~
pictures e.g. cat, dog, banana. You could do this with sound too e.qg. —

cat, cow, mouse, car

e Describing lotto games — each person has to cover the space on
their board that the other person describes e.g. it has four legs and
says “meow” - cover “cat’, e.g. 2: You use this to eat with. It is long
and thin. > “knife”.

e Things that go together and opposites — e.qg. find a picture that goes
with salt > pepper, or find the opposite of a picture e.g. open and shut.
Give the child two pictures and see if the child can tell you why they go
together e.g. pig and cow are both farm animals.

e Sentence completion/building — Fill in the missing word
e.g. The ___ barks very loud = “dog”.

e First letter — Ask the child to find pictures beginning with a S\m
certain letter e.g. find an animal that begins with a “s”. Ask the )
child to think of more things in the category that begin with the same
sound.

e Clapping — place pictures on the table. Clap out the beats of a word
and see if the child can find it. E.g. ba-na-nas has 3 beats.
e Rhymes — Show the child some pictures. Ask them to find a picture

that rhymes with the word you say. E.g. find a word that rhymes with
box > “fox”

e Scrapbook — you could make a scrapbook containing pictures of
things grouped into different categories e.g. animals, furniture, sports,
games, vehicles, food etc.



