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Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: 

Blank Level 3 Intervention Group  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please Note: 

- This groups works on Blank Level 3 skills, and then moves into narrative and Blank 

Level 4. 

- Think about what you currently do in classroom teaching, as well as any resources 

you have/ can think of, to link with the skills taught, e.g. sequencing activities, topic 

book, stories, re-telling of events they have done in class/ school trips. 

- Remember to keep asking questions within guided reading – see our Blank level 

bookmarks.pdf [pdf] 154KB to support. 

- Although there are several session plans, it is important to ensure that the children 

are secure and confident with the activities in each session before moving on, 

therefore you may need to repeat the same session / type of activity a few times. 

 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n4608.pdf&ver=6261
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n4608.pdf&ver=6261
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Week 1 (3 sessions) – Introducing emotions & sequencing 
 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 Commenting on 2-part 
pictures to include: 

- Who is in the 
picture? 
(include 
pronouns) 

- What are they 
doing? 

- Where are 
they? 

SVO / SVP / SVOP 

2 part Sequencing images eg Black 
Sheep Press 2 part sequencing (2-
Part-sequences sequencing-skills, 
fully coloured 
(blacksheeppress.co.uk)) 
Pronoun choices (Appendix A) 
Action word mat if needed 
(Appendix B) 
CS prompts – who, what doing, 
what, where, when (Appendix C) 

• Choose a pair of pictures and have the first facing up and 
the second turned over.  

• Ask each child what is happening in the pictures eg ‘the 
bear is running a bath'. The other children can also have a 
go at predicting (it is okay if they say the same thing).  

• Turn over the second picture to see ‘what is happening 
next’.  

2 Basic emotions  Emotions dice (Appendix D) 
 
Emotions images that can be picked 
out of a bag/box or with fishing rod. 
(Appendix E) 

• Take it in turns to act out an emotion found, with the TA 
going first to model a couple of emotions.  

• TA to pick suitable emotions for this activity, e.g. not too 
difficult, and support the child acting out the emotion. If it is 
too difficult for the children to act out, then stick with the TA 
acting out and the children selecting the one she is making 
out of a choice of two. 

3 3-part sequencing BSP 3 part sequencing pictures cut 
up (three part sequences - 
sequencing skills, fully coloured 
(blacksheeppress.co.uk)) OR 
Twinkl 
First Next Then grid (Appendix F) 
 

• TA to model ordering a set of 3 pictures onto the ‘First, 
next, then/last’ grid and encourage children to have a go 
alongside. 

• TA to model re-telling the story using ‘First, next, then/last’ 
language and full sentences. 

 

 

Why Sequencing? Helps the child to organise their own thoughts and ideas 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/team-2-part-sequences-sequencing-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/team-2-part-sequences-sequencing-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/team-2-part-sequences-sequencing-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/team-2-part-sequences-sequencing-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/three-part-sequences-sequencing-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/three-part-sequences-sequencing-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/three-part-sequences-sequencing-skills/
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Week 2 (3 sessions) – Introducing prediction & ‘what saying?’ 
 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 Predicting what happens next? BSP what happens next (Explain, 
Predict, Imagine - promotes 
verbal reasoning skills - Black 
Sheep Press) 
2-part sequencing images. 
Books – before turning the page. 

• Choose a pair of pictures and have the first facing up 
and the second turned over.  

• Alternate asking each child what is happening and 
what might happen next. The other children can also 
have a go at predicting (it is okay if they say the 
same thing).  

• Turn over the second picture to see if their prediction 
is true and describe what is happening. 

2 What are they saying? 
 
 

What are they asking? Cards. 
(Appendix G) – twinkl resource 

• Take it in turns to pick a picture and think about what 
the person might be saying/ asking. The TA should 
go first to model.  

• Think of scenarios – what would you say if ….? (you 
were hungry/ needed the toilet) 

3 3 part sequencing using ‘First, 
next, then’  
 
Looking for grammar – e.g. 
determiners (The), linking 
verbs (is, was, are, were etc) 
 
 
 
 
 

3-part sequencing pictures cut up 
(resources available via Black 
sheep press or twinkl) 
 
‘First, next, then’ grid’ (Appendix 
F) 
 
Linking verbs prompt (Appendix 
J) 
 
 
 

• TA to encourage child to have a go alongside. 

• TA to model re-telling the story using ‘First, next, 
then’ language. Children then to take it in turns to 
sequence the pictures onto the grid and re-tell the 
story using the sequencing language ‘first, next, 
then’. They may need the initial pictures identified for 
them the first time.  

• Model the story back including ‘The’ and Link verbs 
e.g., ‘is’ ‘are’. 

Step-up: Encourage the children to think about what might 
happen next in the sequence 

 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/explain-predict-imagine-promotes-verbal-reasoning-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/explain-predict-imagine-promotes-verbal-reasoning-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/explain-predict-imagine-promotes-verbal-reasoning-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/explain-predict-imagine-promotes-verbal-reasoning-skills/
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Week 3 (3 sessions) – Consolidating Week 2 & including ‘what feeling?’ 
 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 Predicting what happens next? 
 
Opportunity to include pronouns 
and prepositions into modelling 
sentences. 

What happens next?  - a pair of 
pictures or books to turn pages 
 
Pronouns (Appendix A) 
 
Prepositions (Appendix I) 

• Choose a pair of pictures and have the first picture 
facing up and the second turned over.  

• Alternate asking each child what is happening and 
what might happen next. The other children can 
also have a go at predicting, encourage SVO 
sentences e.g., ‘he broke the bed’, if the child uses 
a shorter sentence e.g., ‘the bed broke’ then model 
an SVO ‘yes, the Bear broke the bed’ 

• Turn over the second picture to see if their 
prediction is true. 

• Use alternative pictures where there is no right or 
wrong second image and ask, ‘what might happen 
next?’ 

2 What are they saying/feeling? 
 
 

What are they asking? cards 
(Appendix G) 
 

• Take it in turns to pick a picture and think about 
what the person might be saying/ asking or how the 
person might be feeling. The TA should go first to 
model.  

3 3 part sequencing using ‘First, 
next, then’ 
 
 
Looking for grammar – e.g. 
determiners (The), linking verbs 
(is, was, are, were etc) 
 

 

3 part sequencing pictures cut up 
(resources available via Black 
sheep press or twinkl) 
 
‘First, next, then’ grid (Appendix 
F) 
 
Linking verbs prompt (Appendix 
J) 
 
 

 

• Each child completes their own sequence and then 
retells using ‘The’ and Link verbs e.g., ‘is’ ‘are’ 

 

• Model if needed and repeat this with each child. 
 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
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Week 4 (3 sessions): Introducing 4 part sequencing 

 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 4 part sequencing to 
include prediction -‘First, 
next, then, ?’  
 
Looking for grammar – 
e.g. determiners (The), 
linking verbs (is, was, are, 
were etc) 
 
 
 
 

4 part sequencing pictures e.g., 4-Part 
Sequences, Sequencing Skills - Black Sheep 
Press or Twinkl e.g., Sequencing Activity 
Sheets (teacher made) - Twinkl, 4-Part 
Picture Story (teacher made) - Twinkl 
And/OR  

• Purpose made resources available 

• Photocopied pages from a book 

• Photographs taken of a sequence 
completed. 

 
‘First, next, then, ? grid’ (Appendix H) 

• Children to take it in turns to sequence the first 
3 pictures onto the grid when completed 3 
picture use prediction skill and ask what might 
happen next, then complete with 4th picture 
and re-tell the story using the sequencing 
language ‘first, next, then, and last/finally’.  

• They may need prompting within this activity.  

2 What the characters are 
thinking & saying. 
 

Emotions grid (Appendix E) 
 
Speech and thought bubble (Appendix K) 

• First ensure that the children are familiar with 
the emotions on the emotions grid (recap). 

• TA to then places the speech and thought 
bubbles above the pictures from a completed 
sequence (above activity) and ask the children 
what the characters are thinking and saying, 
using the emotions grid and modelling 
vocabulary to support as needed. 

Step up: Incorporate blank level 4 questions, For 
example; why are they sad?, how do you know they 
are happy? 

3 Brainstorm session for TA 
and CT on how to link into 
classroom teaching. 

n/a • Staff to decide which resources to bring to 
next session. 

• Review progress and plan next steps 

 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/4-part-sequences-sequencing-skills-2/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/4-part-sequences-sequencing-skills-2/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/4-part-sequences-sequencing-skills-2/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/sequencing-activity-sheet-roi-ms-1636122182
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/sequencing-activity-sheet-roi-ms-1636122182
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/4-part-picture-story-t-s-2548737
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/4-part-picture-story-t-s-2548737
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Week 5 (3 sessions): Bringing all Blank Level 3 skills together with own resources 

 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 4- part sequencing using story 
being covered in school. 
 
 
 
 
 

Story covering in school or  
 
‘First, next, then, ? grid’ 
(Appendix H) 
 
 
 

• Using story from class or child’s reading book to link 
with classroom learning. Do same as previous 
session. 

 
 

2 What the characters are 
thinking & saying. 
 

Emotions grid (Appendix E) 
Speech and thought bubble 
(Appendix K) 
Twinkl: Search ‘Speech and 
Thought Bubbles’ 

• The TA then places the speech and thought bubbles 
above the pictures and asks the children what the 
characters are thinking and saying, using the 
emotions grid and modelling vocabulary as needed. 

 

Week 6 (3 sessions): Expanding sequencing & re-telling skills 

 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 Multi-step sequencing 
using story or sentence 
strips 
 
 
 
 
 

Multi-step sequences cut up  
- Search ‘story sequencing cards’ 

on twinkl for fairy tales 
- 6 Step Sequencing Cards 

(teacher made) - Twinkl 
 
Images or sentences (Example in 
Appendix L) 
 
‘First, next, then, ? grid’ (Appendix H) 

• Using structure in grids complete sequences as a 
group initially and then as individuals. 

• Choose images or sentences depending on child’s 
ability. 

• Support the children to re-tell the story. Model correct 
grammar back and encourage a wide use of 
vocabulary such as descriptive and time language. 
Each child could take it in turn to describe a part of 
the story and the TA supports linking the whole 
story/sequence together. 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-1621-6-step-sequencing-cards
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-1621-6-step-sequencing-cards
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Week 7 (3 sessions): Following instructions 

 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 Following instructions: 
Supports instruction 
following, concept 
understanding and 
vocabulary. 

Selection of items identically 
duplicated – included concepts e.g., 
big and colours: 
Eg; 
Lego brick blue x2 small 
Lego brick blue x2 big 
Shapes – x2 identical triangle etc 
 
Base board (Appendix Q) 
Multiply number if in a larger group 

• Start with base board and a couple of identical 
objects each.  Introduce all the objects first. 

• Place a barrier – this can be a book, piece of card 
etc so children cannot see your base board. 

• Say “put the big Lego brick on the sun” complete 
this action yourself, wait for children to say they are 
done and then reveal if you have all completed the 
same action by removing the barrier. 

• Extend this activity with increased objects e.g., “put 
the big Lego brick on the sun and put the triangle 
on the shell” 

2 Follow my lead N/a • Take it in turns to play games such as ‘Simon say’s 
and ‘follow my leader’ extending to longer 
instructions e.g. “Simon says pat your head then sit 
on the carpet” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
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Week 8 (3 sessions): Introducing Narrative 
 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 Continue narrative pack Narrative pack (Appendix 
M) 

• TA to model a story using narrative pack – randomly choosing 
from each section.  

• Model building the story adding the next image and then retelling 
again from the start using the same language ‘First, next, then’ 
and encourage child to have a go alongside. 

• TA to model re-telling the story using ‘First, next, then’ language.  

2 What are they 
saying/asking? 
 

Speech bubble (Appendix 
K) 

• Take it in turns to think about what character in story might be 
saying/ asking. 

• The TA should go first to model 

3 Follow my lead n/a • Take it in turns to play games such as ‘Simon say’s and ‘follow 
my leader’ extending to longer instructions e.g. “Simon says pat 
your head then sit on the carpet” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
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Week 9 (3 sessions): Consolidate narrative 

 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 Continue narrative pack 
 
Looking for grammar – eg 
determiners (The), linking verbs 
( is, was, are, were etc) 
 

Narrative pack (Appendix 
M) 
Adjectives (Appendix O) 
Linking verbs (Appendix J) 

• Provide each child with a story structure and allow them to 
all make their own stories. Take a picture of these if 
possible to revisit. Let each child tell their story, supporting 
as needed. 

• Encourage increased description using adjectives e.g., 
‘brown dog, giant castle, scary witch etc’ 

Step-up: Encourage turns to build the story as a group 
Encourage group to retell sections or all of the story. 

2 What are they saying or feeling. 
 
 

Speech and Thought 
Bubbles (Appendix K) 

• Start to predict how the characters might feel and then 
choose a random emotion and discuss what might make 
them feel like that. 

• Take it in turns to think about what character in story might 
be saying/ asking. The TA should go first to model.  

Step-up: Start thinking about problem solving – what could they 
say to make that better, what could they do? ( BL4 targets) 

 

Week 10 (3 sessions): Extended narrative 

 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 Continue narrative pack Narrative resources (Appendix 
M) 
Conjunctions– and but so 
(Appendix N) 

• Create a story together using additional characters 
eg the princess ‘and’ the ‘dog’ 

• Maybe start to include a problem ‘but’ and 
encourage supported problem solving ‘so’. 

• Eg They had found a skateboard but it was broken, 
so used tape to fix it. 

• As skills progress encourage turn taking and or 
individual story development.  

2 Following instructions See week 7. • Barrier games – see week 7 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
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Week 11 (3 sessions): Introducing Blank level 4  
 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 Introduce Blank Level 4 
Questions: 
Why? 
How do you know? 
Problem solving 

Why questions and answers – 
Twinkl and Why board game 
(Appendix P) 

• Place cards in a pot and get child to pick randomly - 
Ask the why questions – looking for response ‘ 
because….’ 

• Or play board game 

• Model where needed and explore subject more if 
children not sure. 

2 4 part sequencing activity – 
asking Blank level 4 Questions 

4 part Sequencing BSP 4-Part 
Sequences, Sequencing Skills - 
Black Sheep Press 
Example – boy climbing to get 
biscuits 

• Look at the pictures and completed the sequence. 

• Retell the sequence using skills developed. 

• Ask questions such as ‘ How do you know he wants 
the biscuit?’ ‘why does the boy want the biscuits? 

• ‘Why is he climbing on a stool?’ ‘What happens if he 
falls over/ can’t reach?’ ‘ How does he feel?.. How do 
you know that?’ ‘ what could he do now? 

 

 

Week 12 (3 sessions): Blank Level 4 

 Activity Recommended Resources Method 

1 Blank Level 4 scenarios- to 
support problem solving and 
justification skills, along with 
inferencing. 

Think about it (Think About It - 
inferencing and reasoning - Black Sheep 

Press) 

Language for thinking Language 
for Thinking – Thinking Talking – 
widely available 
Mr Goodguess - inferencing 
skills - Black Sheep Press 

• Use scenarios to discuss what is happening and use 
questions attached. 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/4-part-sequences-sequencing-skills-2/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/4-part-sequences-sequencing-skills-2/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/4-part-sequences-sequencing-skills-2/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/think-about-it-inferencing-and-reasoning/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/think-about-it-inferencing-and-reasoning/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/think-about-it-inferencing-and-reasoning/
https://thinkingtalking.co.uk/language-for-thinking/
https://thinkingtalking.co.uk/language-for-thinking/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/mr-goodguess-inferencing-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/mr-goodguess-inferencing-skills/
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Links and useful resources: 

Blank Level Leaflet: https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n5848.pdf&ver=8127 

Sequencing skills - https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n782.pdf&ver=1021 

Website: Speech and Language Therapy Toolkit | CPFT NHS Trust 

Describing words: https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n776.pdf&ver=1015 

Twinkl - Primary Resources - KS2, KS1, Early Years (EYFS) KS3, KS4, Twinkl 

Black sheep Press Pack resources: 

three part sequences - sequencing skills, fully coloured (blacksheeppress.co.uk) 

4-Part Sequences, Sequencing Skills - Black Sheep Press 

Story Starters - constructing story sequences - Black Sheep Press 

Speaking and Listening through Narrative, ages 5-7 - Black Sheep Press 

Language for Thinking – Thinking Talking 

Think About It - inferencing and reasoning - Black Sheep Press 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
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https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n776.pdf&ver=1015
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/
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https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/think-about-it-inferencing-and-reasoning/
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Appendix A – Pronouns (from twinkl - https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/pronouns-poster-t-tp-1662038562)  

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
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Appendix B – Action words 

  

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
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Appendix C – Colourful Semantic / Blank level 2 prompts: 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
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Appendix D – Emotions Dice (https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/esl-emotions-dice-nets-t-s-3035 ) 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
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Appendix E – Emotions Poster (https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/esl-how-do-you-feel-today-emotions-chart-t-s-1056) 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
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Appendix F – First, next, then grid (https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-1779-first-next-then-visual-aid) 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
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Appendix G – What are they asking/saying? (https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-884-what-are-they-asking-question-

prompt-cards) 
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Appendix H – First, next, then? grid 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children


   

Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: Email: cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net Web: https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children 

22 
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/visual-schedule-3-and-4-steps-au-t-1665108020  
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Appendix I – Prepositions (Twinkl) 
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Appendix J – Linking Verb Prompts 
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Appendix K – Speech and Thought bubbles 
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Appendix L – Sequences to cut up (examples) 

 

Other examples:  

- Search ‘story sequencing cards’ on twinkl for fairy tales 

- 6 Step Sequencing Cards (teacher made) - Twinkl 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-1621-6-step-sequencing-cards


   

Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: Email: cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net Web: https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children


   

Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: Email: cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net Web: https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children 

28 
 

Appendix M- Narrative pack - https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n6252.pdf&ver=8831 
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Appendix N – Conjunctions pieces (https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-5881-connectives-on-jigsaw-pieces ) 
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Appendix O – Adjectives (https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/adjectives-display-poster-t-l-9996) 
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Appendix P– Why? … because (Additional: https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-622-why-because-scenes ) 
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https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-2188-why-board-game  
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Appendix Q – Barrier game baseboard – make copies for every child and adult.
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