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Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy:

Blank level 4 Intervention Ildeas Leaflet

Aim:

The child/young person will be competent at
Blank Level 4, showed through their ability to
understand and answer questions relating to
justification, complex problem solving,
verbal inferencing e.g., why did something
happen? How do you know that? What would
happen if?

Blank Level 4 - Justifying
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A Taken from Elklan

Blank Level 4 Activity Ideas:
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jiim4n5846.pdf&ver=8125

Example Questions

Justification Inference Problem solving
» Why is the girl sad? * How do you know = What could you do if it
=  Why did that happen? that? is hot?
= Why is that one = How do you know she | = If we didn’t have a
bigger/louder? is sad? fork, what could we

=  Why will a swimming * How do you know that use
costume be best in the is the wrong piece? How could X be
pool? How do you know improved?

Why can’t we roll out
the playdough with the
cutter?

Why do we need to
eat healthy foods?

what to do next?
How do we know the
car is a vehicle?

When its wet and
muddy, what should |
wear?

What made the
playdough flat?

The ice-cream fell on
the floor, what could
they do?

There are not enough
bikes, what can we
do?
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Paper Based - packages and resources set up to allow discussion and
thinking, encouraging children to look for clues in the picture or in the words and to
utilise own knowledge and apply this in different scenarios.

Please see our website:

Why and How questions:
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jiim4n781.pdf&ver=1023
Visually supported conversations:
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jiim4n773.pdf&ver=1024

Twinkl https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-650-why-question-
emotion-cards
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-I-52204-inference-picture-
and-question-cards
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/us-t-s-901-where-are-they-
going-drawing-conclusions-and-comprehension-activity

Mr Goodguess | ~» %@ .| == | Mr Goodguess - inferencing skills -
C | Black Sheep Press

Think about it
Think About It - inferencing and
reasoning - Black Sheep Press

(Black Sheep
Press)

Language for Thinking: A structured
approach for young children: The C
(routledge.com) available from many
outlets.

Language for
thinking

*Note: When using these resources, do not attempt to answer all questions for a
picture/scenario in one session. Use a resource over multiple sessions to allow
time to explore and develop Blank Level 4 skills and build confidence with this.

Additional Black Sheep Press resources:

https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/talking-about-school-online-resource/

https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/online-talking-about-friends/

https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/causal-sentences-why-because/

https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/understand-idioms-speech-bubbles/
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Object Based

Exploring bags/boxes-
Topic vocabulary, Daily
routines using ltems or

picture (Animals, Clothes,

Transport, musical
instruments)

Gather a selection of items /photographs that are all
related to the same topic or category

Show the child/children the items/photographs and
discuss them:

- Discuss what the presented selection of items
could suggest e.g. what are these items related
to? what do these items tell us about? how
would we use all of these items?

- Discuss what tells them that/how do they know
that.

- If appropriate, sort the items/photographs into
categories and ask the child/children to justify
where they have put things. For example, if
packing a case for a summer or winter holiday,
they could sort clothes/items into the
appropriate case and discuss why they would
go into each one.

- For example, suncream in the summer holiday
case and a winter hat in the winter holiday
case, and asking questions like — ‘why does it
go there?’, ‘how would we use it?’ etc

Construction/Cause
and Effect — play food,
building bricks/blocks,
playdough, marble run.

Different items which create an action or effect, where
you can then ask the child Why something happened.
For example, water and sand play, marble run, science
experiment equipment, paints to mix together etc

Small world people

Acting out scenarios e.g. ‘if X did this this, what could
Y do?’ — Why did they do that? How do you know?

T
vy

Classroom Based

Reading

Reading stories to children, using class story or literacy
focus - Asking questions e.g. ‘How do we know the
caterpillar felt poorly?’

Pictures of characters showing different emotions in
books, which can be used to talk about How we know
they are feeling the identified emotion, and Why they
are feeling that way

Outdoor area play —
water, sand, bikes

Focussing on turn-taking, and problem solving, talking
about why situations occur.
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‘Science’ experiments

Examples of written up experiments etc, where
explanations about Why something happened, how we
know something happened etc can be seen

Social Interactions

Use real life occurrences to discuss Blank level 4.
These can be something that has happened e.g. on
the playground or at the weekend or something that is
going to happen e.g. a school trip/outing/visitor. -
putting plans in place e.g. ‘if | feel like this, | could do
that’
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