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Modelling Lanquage from Your Child’s
Perspective

Some children may learn and use language by repeating what they have heard, in exactly the
same way they heard it. Sometimes this can result in phrases not sounding quite ‘right’. For
example, your child may refer to themselves by using their own name, rather than saying ‘I’, or
may repeat your question, rather than giving an answer.

When we model language from our child’s perspective, we are providing them with phrases that
they can use exactly as they are and will still make sense to others. This might look like:

Modelling language using the pronouns ‘I’ and ‘we’ rather than saying ‘you’ or your child’s
name.

Modelling language from a joint perspective using sentence starters, such as ‘it’s... °,
‘let’s...’, ‘that’s...’.

See below for some examples.

“We’re
brushing our
teeth”

“It’s teeth time!”

“Oh, this is

tricky”

“Here itis,
found it”

“Let’s pop

'”

more

Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: Email: cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
Website: https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children
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