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Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: 

Narrative Information and Session Planning Pack 

 

Purpose: 

• To provide a brief overview of why narrative skills are important. 

• To provide practical ideas and resources to support narrative skills within 

schools 

 

Narrative skills: The ability to tell a story or series of events verbally or 
written with precision and clarity 

Narrative skills in everyday situations 
• Telling someone what happened at school today. 

• Talking about what happened at the weekend. 

• Telling school staff about an incident on the playground 

• Retelling a story that has been enjoyed – maybe a book, film or TV programme. 

• Having conversations with friends 

• Discussing a topic in the classroom 

• Reporting on a science experiment 
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Development of Narrative skills 

 

Early narratives 2- 3 years • Talk about here and now. 

• Use present tense. 

• Able to label objects and actions. 

• Events are not linked at this point 

Developing narratives 4- 5 years • Simple sequences 

• Starting to link events using cause 
and effect, starting to tie plots and 
events together. 

• Starting to develop an 
understanding of the story 
structure – beginning, middle and 
end 

Complex narrative Established 
around 8- 9 
years (years 

4/5) 

• Understands complex story 
structure. 

• Well-developed plots – using time 
connectives. 

• Confidently using cause and effect 

• Starting to understand characters 
intentions and motives. 

• Understanding that the ending 
related to the rest of the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Difficulties with narrative can be 
identified when narratives are – 

- Shorter 
- Lacking information 
- Language gaps – (vocabulary) 
- Events not linked together 
- Setting the scene is difficult – 

with lots of detail but no 
background 

- Lack of organisation and 
coherence within the story 
(difficult to follow) 

 

Difficulties with narrative can impact: 

- Accessing the age-appropriate 
curriculum 

- Social relationships – as not able to 
explain or talk about things clearly 

- Reading – ability to recognise meaning 
- Possibly leading to - poor decoding and 

vocabulary, inference difficulties, 
difficulty with text planning use of more 
complex grammar and punctuations and 
spelling 
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How to support narrative skills 

 

Question words 
 

 

How to Teach understanding of Question words 
 

 

➢ Visuals – colour coded question cards  - Enlarge or reduce these to also 
use in the classroom or on lanyards 

➢ Emphasise which question you are asking by showing the corresponding 
visual question card at the same time. 

➢ Be consistent e.g., ‘who..? rather than ‘ which character..?’ 
➢ Repeat across a range of different situations using a varirty of materials and 

real life situations throughout the day, not just in the structured group 
environment. 

➢ Use Blank level 2 resources to support this if more input is needed. 
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Sequencing 
Why is this important?  

➢ Helps to organise their own thoughts and ideas. 
➢ Helps to organise and order events – using language such as first, next, 

last. 
➢ Cause and effect – linking events together e.g. she fell over and hurt her 

knee and then mum helped her. 
 

Picture sequences are a great visual 
support to those children who might 
struggle with this 
 
 

• Consider the number of cards. 

• Provide initial image if needed. 

• Provide all images and ask to 
order. 

• Try putting the pictures in order 
and leaving last one to 
encourage prediction. 

• Try missing out a picture to 
encourage thinking about cause 
and effect. 

• Suggest thinking of an alternative 
ending 

Sequence suggestions: using pictures, real objects or sentence 
strip as prompts as needed – 
 

➢ Making a drink 
➢ Brushing teeth 
➢ How to make a sandwich 
➢ Getting changed for PE. 
➢ Getting ready for school 
➢ Instructions for how to complete 

a task carried out already _ e.g. 
science project. 

➢ Retelling stories from a reading 
book or fairy tales 

➢ Retelling events from home – at 
the weekend or over the holidays 

➢ Retelling when something went 
wrong or an accident 

• Talk about activity – think about 
and maybe list vocabulary that 
you might need. 

• Decide together which 
image/picture/ event might be 
first then complete sequence. 

• Retell the story 
sequence/instructions. 

• Look for real life opportunities to 
share this. 

• Try to Incorporate: 
Before and after 

First 
Then 
Last 
Now 
Next 

 
See Twinkl for picture sequencing 
resources 
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Time vocabulary used in narrative - When. 

Concrete units of time Abstract concepts of time 

Times of the day e.g. morning, 
afternoon, evening, night 

Earlier 

Days of the week In a minute 

Months of the year soon 

Seasons Nearly 

Years Later 

 In a while 

  
 

Activity suggestion for working on past events –  
 

➢ Create a timeline – using visuals with younger children this could be a 
washing line and older children a traditional timeline. 

 
Examples:  
 
Sun comes up – get up – go to school – come home – eat dinner – go to bed. 
I was born…. My first day of school was…. First day I rode my bike, I lost my 
tooth… 
 

➢ Also useful for supporting retelling e.g. a school trip. 
 
Went to school – went on a bus – saw the animals- drew a picture – had lunch – 
fed a goat – went back on bus – got to school – went home.  
 
See Twinkl for activities around days of the week, seasons, morning/night, times of 
day, daily routine, before/after. 
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Starting to generate narratives 

Start simple –  
- Aim is to understand the story structure e.g. who, where, what happened in 

the format of first, next, last. 
- Retell known stories – nursery rhymes, fairy tales, class books, favourite tv 

show episode, using a structured framework. 

- Try teaching with a structured framework, using appropriate question words 

and developing these into prediction and reasoning. 

See resources in Appendices A – D and example lesson plans: Appendix G 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simple narrative frame – using 
Question words to support 

More complex narrative frame, starting 
to incorporate more complex 

questioning 
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6-part Narrative Intervention 

 
Resource: Appendix E 
 

Keep the front board as your visual structure for the story- feel free to keep this 
as one sheet or cut it out into a storyline. Then cut out the remaining pictures and 
provide the child with a choice for each part of the story to lay onto the visual 
structure. 
The adult should stop regularly to go through the story so far and help structure it. 
Ensure to model back sentences in the correct manner if the child's grammar or 
sentence structure is incorrect. 
 
Extend the story by asking the child to include the following for each section: 
'who' – adjectives to describe the character. 
'where' – adjectives to describe the place. 
'what happened' – include other characters, what did they say, what did they 
think. 
'how did they feel' – why did they feel this way, can they use more than one 
feeling. 
'the end' – what happened, what happened after that… 
 
Once each part has been chosen and discussed, then encourage the child to re-
tell the full story. 
 

 
 
 

Narrative group targets 

 

- Creating a six-part narrative using visual support. 

- Re-telling an event/story using visual support. 

- Ability to answer the following questions: 

o What might happen next in the story? 

o How did the characters feel? Why? 

o What did the characters say? Why? 

- Using a range of adjectives to describe characters and 

places.  

- Building grammatically correct sentences and linking 

these together with connectives. 
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For groups: Have the children take turns to talk about the card they have chosen 
to build the story e.g. the child with 'who' might say 'the big scary giant with a 
green nose……'. The story continues in this way with each child adding their part. 
 
Once the story is completed choose one child to re-tell the whole story. Then 
discuss the story with the group and ask them to each think of how the story 
could be different e.g. different endings, and whether they liked the story and 
why/why not. 

 

 

Extension tasks: 
1) Once the child is confident with the visual structure, use it to encourage the 
child to re-tell an event that has happened to them recently e.g. what they did at 
the weekend or to re-tell a story they have been learning in class. You may also 
use it to include the child's interests; can they tell you what happens in their 
favourite book/film etc. 
 
2) Use the writing template (Appendix F) and encourage your child to jot down 
some ideas for each part of their story and use the template to then support them 
to write a story. 
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How can adults help? 

If a child makes a mistake help them to REPAIR it, by modelling the sentence back 

in a more accurate way- This is useful to: 

➢ Adjust order. 

➢ Reinterpret. 

➢ Add missing vocabulary. 

➢ Add grammatical words. 

By doing this it helps the child to order their sentence properly and using correct 

grammar. They are given the opportunity to hear great sentences and learn the re- 

phasing skill. By leaving the repair sentence open ended or with a pause, it also 

allows the child to make additions to their narrative. 

 

Do Not –  

Change the question - even if you think this makes it easier as this is not giving the 

child an opportunity to address the errors in their sentence. They might assume that 

there was nothing wrong with their sentence and that the adult understood. 

Say “can you tell me that again” – this shows the child you did not understand but 

does not highlight which part of the sentence needs clarification. 
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Narrative: Outcomes and progress tracker document 

Child’s name: Week: 

Date: 

Week: 

Date: 

Week: 

Date: 

Week: 

Date: 

Targets Completed 

in session 

outcome Completed 

in session 

outcome Completed 

in session 

outcome Completed 

in session 

outcome 

E S E S E S E S 

Who             

Where             

When             

What happened?             

Sequence – first/ next/ 

last 

            

How did they feel?             

Retelling             

What happens if?             

Why did X happen?             

Additional Adjectives             

Extra Characters             

What are they 

saying/thinking? 

            

Notes from session: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Group session – outcomes = E – Emerging and S – Secure (80% accurate) – If Child is not 

making progress, please write in comment box and leave E or S boxes clear. 

You do not need to cover all suggested targets within each session.  

These structured sessions need to be continually supported within the classroom environment to 

remain effective. 
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Appendix A 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
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Appendix D
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Appendix E 

Creating a narrative 

 

Choose cards from each 
section at random 

What vocab will be useful e.g. what do we know about 
princesses or skateboards 

Introduce narrative 
structure 

Using Questions start to complete –  
When did it happen? 
Who is in the story? 
Where are they? 
What happens? 
How do you think they felt? 
Why did that happen? 

Build the narrative Start saying the narrative, with lots of modelling 
starting with short sections.  
 

Retelling Ask children to retell the story with adult using visuals 
and supporting with repair modelling. 

Next steps As children develop their narrative skills start 
encouraging children to create their own narratives 
using narrative pack pictures. 

 

Real life narrative Find real life example to retell using the narrative 
framework e.g. – At the weekend I went to the park… 
Use Questioning to support the structure. 
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Appendix F 

  

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children


   

Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: Email: cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net Web: 
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children 

28 
 

Appendix G 

Example lesson plans – depending on children’s understanding. 

Using Three little pig’s story. Visuals made using widgit / inprint online. 

 

Three little pigs - simple 

 
Introduce the story What vocab will be useful e.g. pigs, wolf, bricks, 

sticks, straw, puff, blow. 
Brainstorm as a group 

Introduce narrative 
structure 

Using Questions start to complete –  
Who is in the story? 
Where are they? 
What happens? 
Take it in turns to answer questions 

Build the narrative Start saying the narrative, with lots of modelling 
starting with short sections e.g.  
The three little pigs had to build houses –  
The three little pigs had to build houses the first little 
pig built a house out of straw. - 
The three little pigs had to build houses the first little 
pig built his house out of straw, but wolf huffed and 
puffed and ……. (blew the house down). 
Encourage the children to each take turns adding a 
new section and then repeating the narrative together 
as it builds 

retelling Ask children to retell the story with adult using visuals 
and supporting with repair modelling. 
As children get more confident ask individuals to 
connect their sections together 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix G 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children


   

Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: Email: cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net Web: 
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children 

29 
 

 

Three little pigs - intermediate 

 
Introduce the story What vocab will be useful e.g., houses, huff puff, pigs, 

wolf, bricks, sticks, straw, blow. 

Introduce narrative 
structure 

Using Questions start to complete –  
Who is in the story? 
Where are they? 
What happens? 
What comes first in the story? 

Build the narrative – using 
first/next/last 

Start saying the narrative, with lots of modelling 
starting with short sections e.g.  
First the three little pigs had to build houses –  
First the three little pigs had to build houses next the 
first little pig built a house out of straw. - 
The three little pigs had to build houses next the first 
little pig built his house out of straw, but wolf huffed 
and puffed and ……. (blew the house down) … last 
the 3 pigs lived in the brick house 

retelling Ask child to retell the story with adult using visuals and 
supporting with minimal repair modelling. 
Ask child to share story with another adult. 
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Three little 
pigs – 
complex / 6-
part narrative 

 

 

Introduce the 
story 

What vocab will be useful e.g. pigs, wolf, bricks, sticks, straw, 
puff, blow 

Introduce 
narrative structure 

Using Questions start to complete –  
When did it happen? 
Who is in the story? 
Where are they? 
What happens? 
How do you think they felt? 
Why did that happen? 

Build the narrative 
– using time 
concept and using 
first/next/last 
framework 

Start saying the narrative, with lots of modelling starting with 
short sections e.g.  
The three little pigs had to build houses –  
The three little pigs had to build houses the first little pig built 
a house out of straw. - 
The three little pigs had to build houses the first little pig built 
his house out of straw, but wolf huffed and puffed and ……. 
(blew the house down) 

retelling Ask child to retell the story with adult using visuals and 
supporting with repair modelling. 

 Ask more complex questions after retelling of the story- 
discuss changing the story. 
What would happen if….? 
What might happen next? 
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