
 
 

Plurals: regular and irregular 
 

 
In English, nouns (more than one) that follow the common pattern, of adding an ‘-s’ 

to create a plural are called regular plurals. Plurals that don’t fit this pattern are called 
irregular plurals. 
 
Start by teaching regular plurals. Once your child has mastered this, choose one rule 
change at a time and teach words within this group. Only move on when your child is 
confident. Once you’ve been taught all the rules, mix the regular and irregular past 
tenses together in your game. 
 
Game: Find a mix of pictures for regular and irregular past tense (either make these 
yourself or school may be able to source these from Twinkl). Play a game such as 
picture pairs or a lotto game with the pictures and encourage your child to use the 
correct plural form. 

 
Irregular plural groups 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

life-lives 
knife- knives 
wife-wives  

half- halves 
wolf- wolves 

scarf- scarves  

child- children 
person- people 

 man- men 
foot- feet 

mouse-mice 
tooth- teeth 

goose-geese 

welly- wellies 
jelly- jellies 
fairy- fairies 

  

sheep- sheep 
fish- fish 

deer- deer  


