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Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: 

Supporting Early Vocabulary Ideas Pack 

How to Select 
 

Aim – Child to understand and use 5/10/20 new functional words each ½ term with 
a mix of nouns, verbs and adjectives. 
 

• Look at areas identified in play – These can be Nouns, Action words, 
Concepts or Adjectives. 

• Identify topic to focus on 

• Assess knowledge by going through check list 

• Choose 5 – 10 words (nouns/verbs) to focus on initially, with concepts focus 
on one concept at a time. 

• Using Resources – EYBIC Vocabulary checklist Or First 100 words 
 

 

How to Teach 
 

Nouns 

 

• Name the words – through play-based activities e.g. “spoon”  

• Use the words through multisensory activities, find opportunities to say the 
words multiple times – this might need some preparation. 

• Do lots of things with the words for example ‘spoon’ e.g. “mixing with the 
spoon” “I am eating with the spoon” – using the word in lots of different 
ways. 

• Recognise – “can you find me the spoon?” – Post pictures of the spoon. 
Child naming – “what’s this?” 
 
 

Verbs (Action Words) 

 

• Name the actions while completing them e.g. “I am jumping” or “you are 
jumping”, while playing “ the horse is jumping” 

• Play lots of action games e.g. follow the leader, Simon says. Using Action 
words in multiple ways e.g. – brushing hair/teeth/floor/dog 

• Look at pictures of action words and talk about what they are doing. 

• Understanding – ask child “can you jump?” “What am I doing”, using 
pictures – “can you find the person who is jumping?” 

• Link the understanding – “can you think of anything that jumps?” (frog, 
horse, dog etc) 

 
 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children


   

 
Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy Peterborough: Email: cpm-
tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net Website: https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children 

Concepts 

• Introduce concepts using objects or pictures through play initially e.g. “wow 
that is a big ball, I have a little ball” 

• Initially choose one word and find lots of opportunities to repeat. This could 
be role play, water play, play dough, building. 

• Try not to use the opposite word as this may be confusing e.g. say ‘not big’ 
rather than ‘little’ until concept understood. 

• Play sorting games – e.g. big animals and little animals into pens/barns 

• Ask child to find/identify e.g. “Where is the little ball?” – Complete activities 
finding objects around the classroom or outside playing games like ‘I spy’. 

• Other concepts would include loud/quiet, heavy/light, fast/slow, empty/full, 
textures such as hard/soft, rough/smooth.  

• The same structure can be used for teaching colours. 
 

 

How to Review 

• Complete an activity e.g. posting activity where the child can be heard to 
say the word and show an understanding of the word. 

• Use the original checklist and re check naming and understanding of each 
word 

 

Next Steps 

Vocabulary sorting 
 

Aim – Child to name objects and place in correct category 
 

Using Sorting 
resources 
and just 
everyday 
objects. 
Supporting 
this 
vocabulary 
with visuals 
such as word 
mats and 
labels. 
 

Starting with categories 
such as clothes or animals 
–  

• Can the child name 
the items and then 
place them in the 
correct category 

• Use opportunity for 
repetitions and 
modelling 

• Can they think of 
‘another one’ eg 
‘what other animals 
can you think of?’ 

 
 

Ways to support this through play 
could be: 
 

• small world games, placing 
objects in areas, animals in 
pens, furniture in rooms. 

• Tidying up, placing objects 
into correct baskets. 

• Sorting topic subjects - using 
objects such as fruit and not 
fruit on to plates, sorting 
transport e.g. flying, sailing 
etc. Using paper or fabric to 
determine areas such as sea 
and sky and using toy vehicles 
to place.  
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Useful Resources 

Teaching action words - 

https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n767.pdf&ver=990 

EYBIC vocabulary checklist - comes from this resource book: 

https://www.elklan.co.uk/Shop/EYBIC_Word_Pack 

Examples of Twinkl category sorting activities: 

- https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-8302-category-sorting-activity 

- https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/sorting-categories-activity-au-t-10002323 

- https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-4901-transport-sorting-activity 

Other examples of Twinkl vocabulary resources for teaching (i.e. around a topic - 

below examples for transport): 

- 'Word mats': https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-181-transport-word-mat 

- 'Photo packs': https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-e-499-new-transport-photo-

pack 

- 'Flashcards': https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-4962-transport-flash-cards 

- 'Bingo': https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/au-t-419-transport-bingo 

- 'Colouring sheets': https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/transport-picture-and-

word-colouring-sheets-t-tp-1671392080 

- 'Matching puzzle games': https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/transport-

matching-puzzle-game-t-par-702 
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