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Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: 

Vocabulary (6 – 11 years) Intervention Pack 
Things to Remember: 

• Words are important  

• Home support for vocabulary makes a difference 

• Have fun with words  

• It is about talking as much as reading and writing  

• When talking about words, use comments rather than ask questions 

• Do a little every day  
 

Everyday things you can do to support a child’s vocabulary: 

• Reading and Talking 

o Reading to your child from an early age and continuing as they age is an 

effective way to support a child’s vocabulary, 

o Before reading the book. Look through the book with child and identify any 

new words 

o Occasionally stop while reading and ask the child ‘did you hear any new 

words?’ If child says ‘yes’ spend some time discussing the word’s 

meaning. 

• New words at school 

o Sending topic vocabulary home to be displayed around the house e.g., on 

the fridge, window or door. 

o Ask your child how best to learn these words e.g., to talk about them, use 

them in sentences or discuss what they mean. 

• Listen, praise and add a word. 

o Listen carefully to what your child is saying and look for chances to praise 

your child and add words on. When you observed your child using a new 

word, provide praise e.g., ‘what a great word!’  

o If your child observed to use the same words, provide an alternative e.g., 

child: the tower is big, adult: ‘let’s see… oh yes, your tower is big and tall’ 

• Commenting during day-to-day activities to model new vocabulary  

o E.g., cooking- cook with the child and talk about what you are doing. Use 

interesting words e.g., blending, rinsing, sprinkle. 

• Games to play while travelling 

o On-the-way Challenge: Discuss with child about things to look at for on the 

way home/while driving e.g., lets talk about all the dogs we see on the way 

home  

o ‘I spy’ 

o I went shopping- This a good game for developing memory. 
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Vocabulary group 

This group is a vocabulary builder group and will use the specific strategies of the Word Aware programme. We 

cannot emphasise enough the importance of vocab for accessing the curriculum. The aim is that TA will have 

the strategies to continue to work on vocabulary with children to improve skills over time. 

 

Complete the template (Appendix A) by filling in anchor, goldilocks and step-up words for topics currently 

being covered. 

 

Complete this sheet prior to sessions, this is a collaboration with Class Teacher and Adult supporting the 

group. 

Use this group as an opportunity to pre-teach topic words that will be used within the classroom. 

Resources Needed (see appendix) 

• Vocabulary Template 

• Visual timetable 

• Word Map – create multiple copies 

• Dictionary 

• Whiteboard and pen 

• Description Boards 

• Word Rap 

• True/False cards 

• Word Pot – See instructions (Appendix E) and put together prior to session. (can be a tub, pencil 

case, envelope, box, tin) 

• Question cards 

• Chosen Topic/ Goldilocks Vocabulary for sorting identified within vocabulary Template (Appendix A) 

• Dice 

• Progress tracker 
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Vocabulary Group Lesson Plan 

 Activity Method Resources 

1 Visual Timetable Go through the activities for today’s session 

with the group (don’t prepopulate the 

timetable) 

Visual Timetable (see 

Appendix B) 

2 Warm up 

activities – 

choose 1. 

 

 

Thinking hat – Variation on “I spy” except 

word-meaning clues are given rather than 

letter sounds e.g. I’m thinking of something 

that is (give a clue). If incorrect say “It’s not 

that, I’m thinking of something that is (original 

clue + a second clue) 

 e.g. I’m thinking of something that is “green 

and hops” – frog. 

Big brain – variation of “I spy”, give a letter 

sound clue and a meaning clue e.g. I’m 

thinking of something that is part of a tree and 

begins with “b” – branch 

Word rounds - Choose one of the following – 

a category (e.g. an animal), an attribute (e.g. 

something with legs), a function (e.g. things 

you cut with), a place (e.g. somewhere you go 

on holiday), a sound clue (e.g. words 

beginning with “p”) or a syllable clue (e.g. 

words with three syllables). Take turns to 

name items that fit the description 

Letter and category - take turn to think of 

things that e.g. are foods beginning with “p” 

Headbands game – Take turns to have a 

post-it with a word on your forehead/back. 

Ask questions about the word and try and 

guess what the word is. Choose words within 

a category e.g. foods/animals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example – what am I 

– (Appendix C) 

3 Review previous 

session – To 

5 – mins Previous Word maps 

and words. 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children


   

3 
Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: Email: cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net 
Website: https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children 
 

include after 

initial session 

Revisit a couple of words previously created 

word maps around to check understanding 

and reinforce previous learning. 

 

 

4 Sorting Activity An example would be: Maths and History 

vocab pictures are laid out on the table. 

Children take it in turns to pick a picture, adult 

names the picture if needed and child sorts 

onto right place, with adult support if needed. 

(Adults will keep a rough idea of which words 

are not known by the children so that these 

words can go in the word pot in next activity). 

*Note – Some vocabulary development can 

be supported without using the sorting activity 

every session but following the rest of the 

session guide. 

Please see end of document for additional 

suggestions. 

Picture/symbol/ real 

object to sort. 

(See Appendix D, 

see page 5 for 

additional ideas) 

5 Word Pot Place identified ‘tricky’ or unknown words in 

Word Pot and then randomly choose a word 

to look at in more detail. 

Word Pot  

6 New Vocabulary 

 

Choose a new word to focus on: 

Look at a picture/symbol/real object together 
 

Use resources that 

supported the sorting 

activity. 

 

 
Play the game of rolling the dice and 

answering the questions: 

• What does it look like? 

• What category is it in? 

• What does it do? 

• Where do you find it? 

• What sound does it start with? 

Word Map 

(Appendix H) 

OR 

Describing map 

(Appendix H) 

Vocabulary 

Questions 

(Appendix F) 
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• How many syllables? 

 

Use the description boards to support children 

who find this activity more difficult. 

 

Adult writes in answers to word pot questions 

into a word map or supports children to create 

a word map if able to as you go. 

 

Use a Dictionary or other resources such as 

books or online searches to support this part. 

Description Boards 

(Appendix G) 

Pen 

Dictionary 

Optional: Extra paper  

7 Sentence 

Construction 

The group creates a sentence about the 

special word and the therapist writes it down. 

 

 

Laminated Sentence 

Board or whiteboard 

and Whiteboard pen 

8 Word 

reinforcement 

Select 1 – 2 of 

these to do in 

each session. 

 

Word Rap - Say the word in different ways 

together e.g. loud, quiet, quick, slow etc 

True/false Give each child a true and a false 

card. Adult gives statement (e.g. volcano 

starts with /p/…)  

children indicate true/false using cards. 

Quick as you can – Pick 2-4 words at a time 

and place on the table. Say something about 

one of the pictures and the children point to 

the correct picture/say the word as quick as 

they can e.g. which word has 2 syllables? 

Charades Take turns to act out the words. 

Synonyms – List other simpler words that 

have a similar meaning 

Word rap sheet – 

(Appendix I) 

True/False cards 

(Appendix J) 
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Don’t Forget! Next Steps and generalisation ideas 

• Add the word maps created to a Topic Book to be accessible in the classroom 

• The TA can use a Working Word Wall (see Appendix K) where they can stick words that 

have been learned in the group, The TA could support a child to find a picture that 

represents the word to accompany it on the Word Wall. 

• Play review games either that are outlined in the Word Aware book or that have been 

suggested in this plan, with vocabulary covered in the group. 

       

  

• Link the words back to subjects they already know 

• Inform the class teacher of words learned so that they can be revisited and 

reinforced during class teaching. 

• Send words learnt home to parents at the end of each week – see Appendix L 

Extras: 

Additional Ideas 

for Sorting 

words. 

Find a maths word from the list and fill out word map. 

KS1: Shape, add, subtract, number, calculator, ruler, diamond, 

rectangle, triangle, hexagon 

KS2: Horizontal, vertical, graph, diagram, digit, multiply, divide, 

calculator, measure, angle. 

Sorting Ideas Wide: animal or clothes, food or transport, Victorians or maths,  

Narrow: zoo or farm animals, spotty or stripy animals/clothes, fruit or 

veg, maths equipment or maths words, summer or winter clothes. 

Vehicles – that fly, have 2 wheels, have passengers. Objects – which 

room they belong in, what are they for e.g. cooking/cleaning. 

Verbs – who is running/sleeping, pushing or puling, falling or climbing. 

Additional Tips 

and Tricks 

Practical Activity suggestions: 

Nouns – Explore the real object (talk about how it looks, tastes, 

sounds). Pass the object around and describe it. 

Verbs – Act it out (child or a figure), Think of objects that are linked to 

the action 

Adjectives – sort pictures which are the adjective or are not the 

adjective e.g. big or not big, spotty and not spotty. Link to objects that 

are good examples of the adjective, go on a “word walk” looking for 

items which fit the adjective. 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children


   

6 
Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: Email: cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net 
Website: https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children 
 

Vocabulary (6 – 11 years) Intervention Pack Progress tracker 
Child’s name: Week: 

Date: 

Week: 

Date: 

Week: 

Date: 

Week: 

Date: 

Activities / Targets 

 

Completed 

in session 

outcome Completed 

in session 

outcome Completed 

in session 

outcome Completed 

in session 

outcome 

E S E S E S E S 

Warm up activity             

Review – previous 

session 

            

Sorting activity – 

naming/sorting/think of 

another one 

            

Word pot- 

word/words 

            

Word map/wizard             

What does it look like? 

- describing 

            

What category was it 

in? 

            

What does it do?             

Where would you find 

it? 

            

First sound?             

How many syllables?             

Sentence building             

Word reinforcement – 

Rap, true/false, quick 

as you can, charades, 

synonyms 

            

Notes from session 

 

 

 

 

    

Group session – outcomes = E – Emerging and S – Secure (80% accurate) – If Child is not 

making progress, please write in comment box and leave E or S boxes clear. 

You do not need to cover all suggested targets within each session.  

These structured sessions need to be continually supported within the classroom environment to 

remain effective. 
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Optional: Record of sentences (Vocabulary Intervention Group) 

 
Child: 

Date  Target Word Sentence 
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Appendix A– Vocabulary Planning (from Word Aware resource 

book) 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children


   

9 
Peterborough Children’s Speech and Language Therapy: Email: cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net 
Website: https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children 
 

 

Appendix B – Visual Timetable  
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Appendix B – Visual Timetable  
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Appendix C – What am I ? game example (Twinkl search: ‘What Am 

I guessing game’ for further resources or use Headbandz game)
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Appendix D – Sorting activity suggestions – Earthquakes and 

Volcanoes (symbols made using widgit/inprint online)
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Appendix D– KS1 History sorting resource (symbols made using 

widgit/inprint online)
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Appendix D – KS1  Maths Vocabulary sorting (symbols made using 

widgit/inprint online) 
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Appendix D– Transport sorting resources (Twinkl search: Sorting 

Activity for more resources) 
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Appendix D – Animal ( zoo/farm) Food (Vegetable/fruit) sorting): 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-866-fruit-vegetables-farm-

animals-and-zoo-animals-sorting-activity-no-visual-support   
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Appendix D continued. (Twinkl search: Sorting Activity for more 

resources) 
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Appendix E – How to make a word pot (from Word Aware Resource) 
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Appendix F– Word Pot – Vocabulary Questions 
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Appendix F – alternative Vocabulary questions resource 
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Appendix G– Description boards – what does it look like? 
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Appendix G - Description Board – What does it feel like? 
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Appendix H – Word Map (from Word Aware Resource Book) 
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Appendix H  - Alternative Word map resource 

(https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n784.pdf

&ver=1019)  
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Appendix I– Word Rap (from Word Aware Resource Book) 
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Appendix J – True/False game resources 
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Appendix K– Working Wall information (from Word Aware 

Resource Book)
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Appendix L – Fridge Words (from Word Aware Resource Book) 

 

mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-children

